Mrs. Ann Marie Joehnk (nee:
Mortenson)
January 29, 1919 - July 7, 2019

Joehnk, Ann Marie (nee. Mortenson), age 100, of Waterford, entered Eternal Life in peace
on Sunday, July 7, 2019. Ann was born on January 29, 1919 to immigrant parents who
came to America from Forsa, Sweden. They settled in Iron River, Wisconsin and Ann
spent her early years there. Ann was always an adventurous spirit. At the age of fifteen,
she was sent to Helena, Montana to care for an aunt who was dying of cancer. Sadly, her
aunt passed away before Ann arrived. Ann decided to stay in Helena and attend high
school. Upon graduation, she worked in Chicago for several prominent families including
the P. K. Wrigley family. She was a graduate of St. Luke School of Nursing in Chicago. As
her graduation date approached, America was entering WW II. Ann quickly enlisted in the
U. S. Army as a nurse and became part of our country’s D-Day effort. She began in
England, crossed the English Channel, and initially manned primitive field hospitals. She
then spent the remainder of the European war in Paris. It was there that she celebrated VE Day, ending as a First Lieutenant. Following the end of the war, she came to Milwaukee
and re-established a pre-war relationship with her future husband, Bob Joehnk. They
married in September, 1946. Ann continued to work as a registered nurse in Milwaukee. In
1954, Bob and Ann moved with their family to Waterford, WI and spent many happy years
there. In addition to a long career in nursing at Burlington Memorial Hospital, Ann was
actively involved in the community, her church and her children’s activities. After retiring
from nursing, Ann and Bob continued to actively volunteer with Meals on Wheels and
regularly took Waterford residents to health care appointments. Because of her nursing
skills, Ann was often sought to provide respite care to families with serious medical needs.
At the end of her life, Ann was honored to be the oldest member of the Community
Methodist Church in Waterford.
Ann is survived by her five grateful children: Edward John (Margory), Thomas Allan
(Kristeen), Elizabeth, Robert Donald, Jr. (fiancé Sue), and James Richard (Wendy). She is
also survived by grandchildren: Matthew (Susanne), Peter (Gina), David (Marisa), Lisa
Neilsen (Bryan), Steven (Margaret), Benjamin (Hanna), Katie, Brittany, Braxton, and
Robert D. III and 12 great-grandchildren. She is further survived by her brother, Richard
(Jackie), many nieces and nephews, and other relatives and friends.
She is preceded in death by her husband and best friend, Robert D. Joehnk, her beloved

grandson, Christopher Joehnk, her treasured parents, Peter and Brita Mortenson, and
eight out of her nine adored siblings. A special thank you to the aids and staff of The
Dolphin House for the excellent love and care given to our Mother.
Visitation will be held on Saturday, July 13, 2019 from 9-10:45 AM, with services beginning
at 11:00 AM at Community United Methodist Church, 455 S. Jefferson Street, Waterford,
WI 53185. Burial at Oakwood Cemetery in Waterford following the service. A light lunch
will be served after burial in church. In lieu of floral expressions of sympathy, memorials
are suggested to Community United Methodist Church.
Mealy Funeral Home
Waterford, Wisconsin
262-534-2233
www.mealyfuneralhome.com
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Visitation

09:00AM - 10:45AM

Community United Methodist Church
455 South Jefferson Street, Waterford, WI, US, 53185
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Service

11:00AM - 11:45AM

Community United Methodist Church
455 South Jefferson Street, Waterford, WI, US, 53185
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Committal Services and Burial

12:15PM - 12:30PM

Oakwood Cemetery
Oakwood Cemetery Highway 83 N.W. Highway, Waterford, WI, US

Comments

“

I met your mom on June 17, 1963. My mom told the story of how I came into this
world before the doctor got there and your mother delivered me safely. Years later I
went to school with Jim and thought it to be very cool to know the person who first
held me . Reading her life story made me realize what a hero she truly was. Sorry for
all of your loss and a hello to Jim. Patty Phetteplace/ Pat Pfitzenmeier.

Patricia Pfitzenmeier - July 13, 2019 at 08:41 AM

“

Your Mom always loved to travel and your Dad was always willing to drive. It was a
joy for us to host Ann, Bob, Ed, Helen, and Agnes over the years. What a blessed life
your Mom had.

Kathryn Normington - July 10, 2019 at 08:52 PM

“

My dear precious Aunt Ann
I loved you so much!! Thank you for being so sweet. I will always remember when
you came to Virginia to see my mom and your sister at my home. You were so kind
to her. You wrote her post cards every week with memories and sweet messages.
Every time I would see you, your smile was so precious and always a hug. Thank
you for your love. Ruthie Nelson I will miss you forever!!

Ruth Nelson - July 09, 2019 at 06:37 PM

