Cynthia Lee Franko-Franecki
August 6, 1947 - July 14, 2021

Franko-Franecki, Cynthia L. “Cindy” of Waterford found peace and went to heaven on July
14, 2021.
Cindy was the loving and devoted wife of Jimmy “Jimbo”, proud mother of Kenny (Ashley)
Heiser, Eric (Cathy) Franecki, special grandma to Annalise “Karate Kid” and Alaina “Darth
Vader”; sister of Judy (Jim) Klein, Debbie Ritter (George Grkavac) and Jim “Jaws” (Lori)
“Norman” Franko, sister-in-law to Rosie (Ken) Edwards, Marilyn Franecki, Bill (Vickie)
Franecki, Tom (Georgia) Franecki,She is also survived by many other caring family
members and dear friends.
Cindy worked for the Milwaukee Police Department for 18 years and was the personal
secretary to the police chief. Cindy recently retired after 35 years with Reinhart, Boerner,
Van Deuren as a dedicated executive assistant to Attorney Don Christl.
Cindy loved camping in the West, camping in Julie and Jeff's driveway and at Yogi Bear
Parks. She also loved gardening, cruises to Alaska, cooking (especially Slovakian food),
and spending time with her family, especially her precious granddaughters.
Special thank you to Pro Health Care Hospice - especially Pam RN - for their loving care
and compassion.
A Memorial Gathering will be held on Thursday, July 29, 2021 from 9:00 AM until 10:45
AM with Memorial Mass beginning at 11:00 AM at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church,
305 South First Street, Waterford, WI 53185.
Cindy loved animals. In lieu of flowers, donations made to Lakeland Animal Shelter (http://
www.lakelandanimalshelter.org) in memory of Cindy, would be greatly appreciated.
Mealy Funeral Home
225 W. Main St

Waterford, WI.
(262)534-2233
http://www.mealyfuneralhome.com
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Memorial Gathering

09:00AM - 10:45AM

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
305 South First STreet, Waterford, WI, US, 53185

Comments

“

Today I heard about your loss. This is Teresa her Dental Hygienist. I really enjoyed
seeing Cynthia during our patient visits. She was a wonderful person to visit with. We
shared lots of life events and laughs. She will be truly missed.
Sincerely Teresa

Teresa Brunner - Yesterday at 01:52 PM

“

We’ve known Cindy and Jimmy for many years. We met through our sons Sam,
Kenny and Eric in Boy Scouts. After the boys were grown we continued to be friends
with Cindy and Jimmy enjoying many dinners together. We will miss Cindy very
much, she was so sweet and had a wonderful sense of humor. She loved her family
so much and was so proud of her boys. Rest In Peace Cindy.

Al and Steff Maass - July 29 at 09:45 AM

“

Cindy and I worked work at Reinhart on the same day and went through training
together. She was a lovely person and I have many memories of her kindness. She
was also extremely capable. My most vivid memory of Cindy occurred over 30 years
ago when the firm was in the Marine Bank Building. I looked out my office window
and saw three young children going down a fire escape from the sixth story of a
building across the street. I froze, and then ran out to tell Cindy. She took one look,
got on the phone and called the police, which is exactly what needed to be done,
The world was a better place because she was in it.

Kristin Bergstrom - July 28 at 10:08 PM

“

Dear Jimmy and family,
I am so sorry to hear of your loss. Please accept my sincerest sympathy. I wish I
could be with you today.
Your cousin,
Patty Jo

PATRICIA J GRIEBENOW - July 28 at 01:48 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Cynthia Lee FrankoFranecki.

July 27 at 01:25 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Cynthia Lee Franko-Franecki.

July 27 at 01:21 PM

“

Jimmy and family…..I am so sorry for your loss. I know there are no words that truly
comfort. You are in my thoughts and prayers.
Your cousin, Joan Dubis

Joan Dubis - July 25 at 02:16 PM

“

Dear Jimmy,
Please accept our deepest condolences on the loss of Cindy. I read of her life and
accomplishments and thought of what a wonderful person she was. I know she will
be missed by you and your family. Know that we are thinking of you as you go
through this sad time.
Your cousin, Cathy Osborne

catherine osborne - July 23 at 02:21 PM

“

Cindy was the consummate plant whisperer. She has been called to whisper to the
plants in the eternal garden, something I know will jubilate her spirits. Rest will Cindy.
Patrice W.

Patrice W - July 23 at 10:38 AM

“

Cindy and Jim were our neighbors when they lived on Buena Park Road in
Waterford. Once in awhile they "babysat" for our llamas, which Cindy adored. Cindy
was always so positive and outgoing, and just a pleasure to know. She will be
missed.

Dana LaFontsee - July 21 at 04:36 PM

“

I worked with Cindy for many years at Reinhart Boerner. She was always calm and
collected. With any question, she knew the answer. She was such an intelligent and
compassionate person. She will be missed by all.

Carol Bannen - July 19 at 08:56 AM

“

Cindy was not only a very kind and caring person, but she also had a very fun-loving
spirit! She had a quick wit, and an infectious laugh that I will never forget! We had so
many good times together! She was a dear, fun friend! I'm glad I got to see her one
last time to share a few memories! I certainly will miss her!
Cathy

Cathy Lepkowski - July 18 at 12:51 PM

“

I worked with Cindy decades ago. She made a positive impact/impression
immediately. I learned a lot from her--mostly what *not* to say/do. I'm truly saddened
by her passing. To her family, friends and former co-workers, please accept my
heartfelt condolences. There will never be another person that comes close to
possessing her level of grace, and I'm sure no one could keep more balls in the air
than her. Please keep her memory alive by trying though.

Christine Enk Clemins - July 18 at 10:56 AM

“

Cindy bought a dog named Pookie from me Nancy Rausch we had a pet store
and saw Pookie and fell in love. Pookie was a male Chihuahua. Cindy and I became
friends also Jimmy. Over the years you were thought of often. So sorry for your lost.
Deepest Sympathy.

Nancy J. Rausch - July 18 at 09:54 AM

“

Full Heart was purchased for the family of Mrs. Cynthia Lee Franko-Franecki.

July 17 at 08:54 AM

“

The message I shared with the firm upon Cindy's retirement last fall:
On May 1, 1985, a young woman joined the firm as my secretary. In the nineteen
preceding years, I had twenty different secretaries; in the thirty-five subsequent
years, I have had one: Cindy Franko-Franecki.
Cindy came to the Reinhart/Christl chaos well prepared. She had just completed
eighteen years with the Milwaukee Police Department, the last nine of which as
personal secretary to Chief Harold Brier. (Some of you may remember "the Chief" (as
Cindy refers to him). For those of you who don't, one article compared him to the
FBI's J. Edgar Hoover; if you have seen tv's "Blue Bloods", you might think of him as
Tom Selleck's father on grumpy pills.) She was very proud to announce that the
Force hired two men to succeed her.
During the last three-plus decades, Cindy did not work for me; she worked with me.
(In fact, there were times in which I worked for her!) She truly made my practice, and
(as described below) marriage, possible.
She did the heavy lifting, keeping literally hundreds of service corporations, business
entities and employee benefit plans straight, facilely distinguishing one from the
other.
I held seminars for clients around the globe (the Business Planning Institute). Cindy
was the vice-president and a director of the organization; she made sure all of us
ended up in Latin America, Europe, Africa or Asia as planned. (Unfortunately, she
and Jimmy never had a chance to go on one of those trips ("boondoggles" as some
called them).)
Cindy perfected a great telephone manner. More than one client announced a
preference for speaking with Cindy over the phone rather than with me. An example:
Cindy become the confidant, psychological counselor and mother confessor for the
mother of a serial killer. On behalf of the Board of Professional Responsibility, I
investigated allegations of ethics violations by an attorney who represented a man
convicted of killing multiple people. With the killer in prison, his mother became his
most vehement advocate in the outside world. The woman regularly called Cindy,
who spent considerable time on the phone soothing, advising and consoling her.
When someone instructed me to "have your people call my people", my "people" was
Cindy.
She also facilitated my fulfillment of responsibilities as a husband and father (Could
she wrap Xmas and birthday presents!). My wife more than once commented that
our marriage would not have lasted without Cindy there to guide me.
I recently happened upon the printed program for the celebration of Judy's and my
25th wedding anniversary. It identified the "Coordinator of Everything" as Cindy
Franko-Franecki. That title fits for the last thirty-five years of my practice, community
work and, in some aspects, life: Cindy Franko-Franecki, Coordinator of Everything!

Cindy will retire October 2. Someone may succeed her but no one will ever replace
her.
To Cindy, I extend a very deep and profound Thank You.
djc [Donald Christl]
Donald J. Christl - July 16 at 05:16 PM

“

Cindy was such a joy to work with. She will be deeply missed by all of us. My
thoughts and prayers are with you during this most difficult time.
Stacey W.

Stacey W - July 16 at 10:22 AM

“

Cindy was one of the kindest people I have known. It was a pleasure to work with
her. Blessings and peace to her family.
Danette H.

Danette - July 15 at 05:56 PM

“

I enjoyed every moment I spent with Cindy. She was fun and kind. We shared two beautiful
granddaughters. I will miss her.
Jo Motek
Jo Motek - July 16 at 11:58 PM

“

Cindy was such a lovely person to work with. My deepest condolences to the family.
Janet Strizic

Janet Strizic - July 15 at 04:27 PM

