Mr. Harold Halbach
July 26, 1926 - February 1, 2015

Harold (Harry) F. Halbach, age 88, of Waterford, WI took the Lord’s hand and went to
heaven on Sunday evening, February 1, 2015, knowing that he was much loved.
Harry was born in Waterford, WI the son of William and Emily (nee. Kipp) Halbach. A
graduate of Waterford High School in 1945, he met and married his wife, Violet (Vi) (nee.
Hoffman) Halbach.
Vi and Harry spent 62 years side by side, sharing a love and devotion to each other and
making a living raising and selling purebred poultry all over the world. Halbach Poultry
Farm was made famous throughout the world by the couple’s dedication to raising,
exhibiting, and promoting purebred poultry. Traveling around the world and meeting
poultry fanciers was paramount to Harry’s life. He was the President of the American
Poultry Association from 1982 to 1986, and a licensed judge with both the American
Poultry Association and the American Bantam Association. He spent most of his life
traveling the country with his beloved sidekick Vi judging county fairs, national and
international poultry shows and helping 4-H and FFA exhibitors with their show projects.
While growing up here in Waterford Harry was very involved in sports, making the Varsity
team his freshman year in baseball, basketball, and football. Harry even went on to play
semi-professional, as time away from the farm allowed. He passed his love of sports on to
his children and grandchildren, serving as their biggest cheerleader.
Harry served his local community in many ways; Waterford High School Board, Waterford
Village Board, St. Thomas Aquinas Basketball Coach, Western Racine County Sewer
District Board, founded the St. Thomas Athletic Association, loved helping with the St.
Thomas Fish Fry, was instrumental in building the new St. Thomas Church and was a
current member of the Knights of Columbus. Harry’s favorite pastime was visiting and
helping friends and family whenever possible. He always left you with a smile.
The awards Harry won in his life are numerous, often winning Grand Champion at the
shows he attended, honors from local, state and national FFA and Agriculture groups and
much recognition for his local service.
He is survived by and will be sadly missed by children: Jeffrey (Anke) of Waterford, WI,
Christine Walsh of Beloit, WI, Patrick (Kathy) of Hartland, WI, and Laura Halbach of
Waterford, WI. Grandchildren include Lindsay, Elizabeth, Bill Halbach, and Emily Halbach

of Waterford, WI, Aaron Walsh and Lauren Walsh and (Robert Weyker) of Madison, WI,
and Alexandra Halbach of Madison, WI. Harry was also very happy and proud of greatgrandson Briar Harold Niemyjski of Waterford, WI. He is also survived by his brother:
Donald Halbach of Waterford, WI, other relatives, and many friends.
Harold is preceded in death by his parents: William and Emily Halbach, wife: Violet
Halbach, brothers: William, Eugene, Richard, sister: Ruth and grandson: Michael Walsh.
Funeral services will be held following the visitation on Thursday, February 5, 2015 at St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, 305 S. First Street, Waterford, WI with Father Gene
Doda officiating. Visitation will be held IN CHURCH from 4-6pm. In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation to the St. Thomas Aquinas Athletic Fund.
All are welcome to join the family for a luncheon and fellowship following the service at St.
Thomas Aquinas Hall.
Inurnment will take place on Monday February 16, 2015 at 11:00 AM at St. Thomas
Cemetery, please meet at the cemetery.
Mealy Funeral Home
Waterford, Wisconsin
262-534-2233
www.mealyfuneralhome.com

Events
FEB
5

Visitation

04:00PM - 06:00PM

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
305 South First STreet, Waterford, WI, US, 53185

FEB
5

Service

06:00PM - 07:00PM

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
305 South First STreet, Waterford, WI, US, 53185

Comments

“

My first boss. I started working at the farm when I was 10. I have a lot of great
memories there. When we picked eggs he would let us give the cracked ones to
Baby. Baby was a great dog and followed him everywhere. On payday I would meet
him or Vi in the office wallpapered with show ribbons and chat for a bit. I don't believe
he ever called me by my first name. It was always Clark or Stalbaum when he was
giving me a chore. He never yelled, just told me what to do and we got to it. He let
me ride my motorcycle and snowmobile around the farm anytime I wanted also. All
my friends and family have heard at least one story about working at the chicken
farm. He was a great boss and neighbor
Tad Clark

Tad Clark - February 05, 2015 at 07:39 PM

“

Mr. Halbach was the person who helped get me involved in poultry over 42 years
ago. I always enjoyed stopping by the farm and visiting with him. My last year of 4H
he gave me a Standard of Perfection he signed it and I still have it and look at it. That
was 1977. The last time I seen him was at the Beaver Dam show that Jeff judged at,
I bought him a cup of coco and a piece of pie. Good bye old Friend!
Wish I would have found out sooner I would have come down. Harold Halbach will be
missed. Chris Krenke

Chris Krenke - February 05, 2015 at 04:15 PM

“

When my dad, John Hansen, moved into Waterford Senior Living, he found a good
friend in Harry. Together they talked, joked, laughed alot, sang, and had a good time.
Our family all met and enjoyed Harry and my dad was very grateful for his friendship.
The family of John Hansen sends you our sympathy. June Hansen Baumgart

June Baumgart - February 05, 2015 at 03:58 PM

“

I purchased the Blue Caribbean Bouquet for the family of Mr. Harold Halbach.

I - February 05, 2015 at 12:38 PM

“

Sacred Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Harold Halbach.

February 04, 2015 at 04:44 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Harold
Halbach.

February 04, 2015 at 04:03 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Harold Halbach.

February 03, 2015 at 01:50 PM

“

I'm very sorry to hear of his passing. My deepest condolences to your family.

Michelle Gavin - February 03, 2015 at 12:52 PM

“

Harry and Vi welcomed us with open arms when we moved in next door almost six
years ago. He was such a kind soul...with so much spunk!! He will certainly be
missed. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the entire Halbach family.
~ Richard & Paula Rausch & family <3

Paula Rausch - February 03, 2015 at 10:38 AM

“

There are SO many memories from my youth with the entire Halbach family. Being
sent over to buy eggs for my family (watching Harry carefully examine each & every
one with his little light device), Harry showing me all of the newly-hatched chicks in
the incubator, all of you constantly showing me the 2 or 3 million ribbons & awards
you won at the various fairs & shows over the years, eating apples right from the
tree, playing basketball over at St. Thomas, sitting atop the chicken coops and
shooting all of the wild animals late at night as they attempted to steal eggs, driving
my motorcycle, the tractor, AND Jerome's car around on the farm (till we finally blew
it up one day) ... an endless list indeed. Today is a sad day for sure. You'll all be on
my list when I hit my knees tonight.
Paul "Paulie" Warick
Spring Prairie Township

Paul "Paulie" Warick - February 03, 2015 at 07:34 AM

“

Prayers are with your family, we are so sorry for your loss, God Bless
Lee and Cindy Hertling

Cindy and Lee Hertling - February 02, 2015 at 07:46 PM

