Mrs. Inez Joann Oliver
January 27, 1931 - January 9, 2019

Oliver, Inez “Joann” (nee. Gearhart) age 87, of Waterford, passed away peacefully on
January 9, 2019 at Bay at Burlington care facility. Joann was born on January 27, 1931 in
Williamstown, PA, the daughter of the late John Forest and Doris Virginia (nee. Sargant)
Gearhart. She graduated Tower City PA High School and continued her education at East
Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania, obtaining a bachelor’s degree in Education. On
Feb. 6, 1953 in Palmyra, N.J. she married Edward Thomas Oliver who has preceded her
in death. The couple raised four children. Joann was a Physical Education teacher and
worked as a social worker for the Association for the Blind in Pennsylvania. After moving
to Wisconsin, she became a proud member of Norway Lutheran Church, where she
played in the Bell Choir and helped with church dinners and activities. In her early days
she enjoyed camping, had a love for giraffes, and most of all she enjoyed spending time
with her loving family.
Joann is survived by two children, Edward Jr. “Ned” (April) of Neenah, WI and Curt
(Jenny) of Waterford; daughter-in-law, Pam Oliver, son-in-law, Joe Dufour, grandchildren,
Joshua (Jenni) Oliver, Nathan Oliver, Becky (Kurt) Koenitzer, Erikia (Brandon) Hobus,
Alan Oliver, Kayla (Ryan) Schwarz, Jenna Oliver, Kelly (Jesse) Benike and Kathryn
Schulz. She is further survived by eight great-grandchildren, other relatives and friends.
She is preceded in death by her parents, husband Edward Oliver Sr., two children, Ginny
Dufour and Michael Oliver.
Visitation will be held on Tuesday, January 15, 2019 from 10-11:45 AM, with services
beginning at 12:00 noon at Norway Lutheran Church, 6321 Heg Park Road, Wind Lake,
WI 53185. A reception luncheon will be served in the church hall following services.
Private Inurnment at a later date in Norway Hill Cemetery. In lieu of floral expressions of
sympathy, memorials are suggested to Norway Lutheran Church.
Mealy Funeral Home
Waterford, Wisconsin
262-534-2233
www.mealyfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

I'm sure you're all up there in heaven stirring up trouble. I'm happy for you, but my
heart is broken. I'm going to carry you in my heart forever. I love you, Mrs.
Wisconsin!

Beth Smith - January 17, 2019 at 06:43 PM

“

My Deepest Sympathy to the families of Joann, my mother & I met your family at our
first camping group meeting with our camping group Trail Blazers, also the NCHA
camping group. Will keep the families in my Prayers.
Kendal Christiansen formally from 507 Dunford Dr. Burlington, WI, now reside in
Cassville, Missouri.
My Mother passed Sept. 29, 1997

Kendal Christiansen - January 15, 2019 at 07:32 AM

“

My dear friend Joann will be missed so very much. We shared many tears together
as well as laughs. We played with the very first bell choir and really didn't know what
we were doing, but learned as we went along. What fun! Then when my husband,
Orville and I sold our farm home in 2000 we were homeless since we couldn't get
into our new home for about six weeks; well, Joanne was right there and insisted we
move in with her, and we did. She worked for Curt at the time but I always had dinner
ready when she got home and we spent some wonderful times together. What a
generous lady! We also took a class for the Stephen Ministry along with others at
Norway Church at the time when she was going through a tough time with Ginny's
health and death. Many tears were shed together. We never missed our birthdays
and always went out to eat, usually prime rib at the Open Hearth in Hales Corners
except for the last few years.Lots of good memories with my friend.She was a very
important part of my life. I will miss her very much, but I know she is happy now in
heaven and I will see her again when our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is ready for
me. Treasure the memories you have your wonderful mom and grandma. love
always

ruth peters - January 14, 2019 at 11:21 AM

