Mrs. Lue Ann Van Eimeren (nee:
Jellis)
January 7, 1935 - August 6, 2019

Van Eimeren, Lue Ann, age 84, of Waterford, passed away peacefully at home with her
loving daughters by her side on August 6, 2019. Lue was born to James and Ruth (Ella)
(nee. Mahanke) Jellis on January 7, 1935 in Waverly, SD. Lue grew up in Watertown, SD
where she was educated and after completing high school started her wonderful life. First
was growing up on the family farm, this taught her everything she needed to begin life as
an adult. One of her favorite things to do was roller skate at the local rink, where she met
the love of her life, Merle Raymond Sotka and began dating in early 1951. After dating for
several months, they were engaged and married on November 29, 1952 in Watertown,
SD. The happy couple started their family by adding two daughters, Debra and Vicki. Lue
began her working career as a checker at the Red Owl Grocery Store in Watertown. Later
started her wonderful journey through the banking industry as a teller and worked her way
up the ranks to Assistant Vice President. In 1961 they moved to Racine, where she was a
member of St. Andrews Lutheran Church. Lue’s husband Merle passed in 1968 while Lue
was helping to create the Heritage Bank which was operating from a mobile trailer, parked
in an empty lot, as the new bank was being built. This was where she would finally retire
as Assistant Vice President. Lue was introduced to John Van Eimeren in the early 70’s
and were married in 1974. Lue and John enjoyed retirement by traveling and living life. In
2006 John had passed while in Friendship, WI and Lue decided to move to Waterford in
2007. Lue had a spirit of finding fun and adventure wherever you find yourself in life. She
had a real appreciation of family, friends and people, who are just friends you haven’t met
yet. To know Lue was to know her smile and sense of humor, she will be dearly missed.
Lue is survived by two loving daughters: Debbie Flaminio and Vicki Sotka; one grandchild:
Barret (Lori) Flaminio, four great-grandchildren: Isabella and Drake Flaminio, Tyler and
Nate Shearin; two sisters: Beverly and Shirley Stormo; two sisters-in-law: Phyllis Jellis and
Carol Van Eimeren; many nieces, nephews, other relatives and many friends.
Lue is preceded in death by her loving parents, two husbands: Merle Sotka and John Van
Eimeren; three sisters, two brothers, six brothers-in-law and one sister-in-law.
Visitation will take place Saturday August 17, 2019 at Norway Lutheran Church, 6321 Heg
Park Rd., Wind Lake, WI 53185 from 9:00-10:15 AM with the service beginning at 10:30
AM with a light lunch to follow. The committal and entombment will take place at 2:00 PM

at Forest Hill Memorial Park, 3301 Forest Hill Ave., Oak Creek, WI 53154. Please meet at
the front gate of the cemetery by 1:55 PM. In lieu of floral expressions of sympathy Lue’s
daughters suggest memorials to John Hopkins Pancreatic Cancer Research: http://www.p
ath.jhu.edu/pc/support.php
Lue’s family would like to give a heartfelt “thank you” to all friends and family for the
incredible support and prayers offered to the family over the past week.

Previous Events
Visitation
AUG 17. 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM (CT)
Norway Lutheran Church
6321 Heg Park Road
Wind Lake, WI

Service
AUG 17. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)
Norway Lutheran Church
6321 Heg Park Road
Wind Lake, WI

Luncheon
AUG 17. 11:15 AM - 1:15 PM (CT)
Norway Lutheran Church
6321 Heg Park Road
Wind Lake, WI

Committal Services and Burial
AUG 17. 2:00 PM - 2:15 PM (CT)
Forest Hill Memorial Park
3301 Forest Hill Ave.
Oak Creek, WI 53154

Tribute Wall
Just wanted to say what a privilege it was meeting your mother...Although I never
got a chance to really get to know her, Deb and Vicki were so loving in their
recollections; I ask for Our Lord to hold you both extra close during this difficult
time of loss. Be encouraged always,
Kimberly RN-AAH
Kimberly Moss - August 15, 2019 at 08:18 AM

BE

No better memories can one have than to have spent the last decade making our
yearly trips to Phoenix together. She was the driver and I told. Her where to go!
She is only a memory away.
Ten years her senior,
sister, Bev
Beverly - August 13, 2019 at 04:13 PM

We called her Mom

As an infant through her adolescence she was called “Kicky”, so lovingly called
because she kicked her legs a lot as a baby. I suspect it was a name given to her
by her siblings as the welcomed the new baby into the fold of the 7 children of the
family. The youngest of 8 children in the Jellis family was a special cut of the
family cloth.
As she grew into adulthood, she became known as Luey, Lue Ann, or Lue, but
her most treasured name was Mom. She married young, started her family
young, and lived her life young right into her senior years. She touched many
lives in her 84 plus years and all whom she touched have fond memories to hold.
She was a working Mom always, a loving wife to Merle who passed and left her
and 2 young daughters behind, and then to John who also passed after enjoying
the retired life for several years, ending in a lakeside home in Friendship, WI.
She started life on a farm in Waverly, SD and, as young kids, her daughters were
able to get the flavor of that life when visiting the family farm with Uncle Jim’s
family on Summer vacations. She married Merle Sotka and city life brought out
the strong work ethic in her and she began her working career as a checker at the
Red Owl Grocery store in Watertown, SD. Later she changed jobs and worked as
a bank teller at Farmers & Merchants Bank. That was the launch of her future in a
banking career. When the family left Watertown due to the shutdown of Merle’s
place of employment, she found herself in Racine, WI. She quickly found
employment at Northside Bank and was there for many years until the opportunity
presented itself for her to be part of building a bank from the ground up. She
moved to Heritage Bank shortly after Merle passed and it was an exciting but
exhausting proposition. The bank started as a mobile trailer, parked on an empty
lot as construction of the new bank progressed. Raising two young daughters on
her own, very far away from her family in SD and her sister Lois in MI, she blazed
a new trail for herself. She was a teller, a loan officer, and the bookkeeping
department all in one tidy package until it was up and running as a full-service
bank in a real structure without wheels. She then became Head Teller and trained
incoming employees. As the bank grew, she moved up in rank and after a lot of
long hours had a corner office as Assistant Vice President of Banking.
This was the pinnacle of her career. A woman who made it to the top in a
predominantly man’s world. It was amazing to watch and we as children gleaned
many things from our mom through life. What did her banking career lend us?
Always have your bills facing the same direction in your wallet! That has stuck
with us all through our life to date. I don’t care if it is just two dollars, they do not
go into the wallet until properly aligned!
She married John and that added additional family to her fold with a new sister-inlaw and her family, Michael and Cindy, becoming two additions to the niece and
nephew group.
She instilled in us a strong work ethic, a spirit of finding fun and adventure
wherever you find yourself in life, and a real appreciation of family, friends, and
people, who are often friends you just haven’t met yet. She could talk to people

easily, wherever she was, and often people were drawn to her because of her
warm friendly smile, good sense of humor, and her sincere approach.
She leaves behind her 2 daughters, her grandson and his new wife who brought
two young sons, Tyler and Nate, to the family; two great grandchildren, Isabell
and Drake; 2 sisters, and a host of nieces and nephews and their families. We
are a large family who call her Grandma or G-Lue (Grandma Lue), Lue, Lue Ann,
Luey, or the “fun aunt”. Us? We call her Mom.
She is loved by many and will be missed by all!
Joe Quinn - August 13, 2019 at 12:15 PM



Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mrs.
Lue Ann Van Eimeren (nee: Jellis).

August 10, 2019 at 04:47 PM

