Mr. Thomas James Kertz
February 19, 1953 - August 4, 2020

Kertz, Thomas J. age 67, of Boulder, Colorado, formerly of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin area
strolled quietly into eternal life August 4, 2020. He will be deeply missed and forever loved
and remembered by his loving family.
Tom was fondly called “Ohha” by his nieces and nephews, a nickname given by one
nephew as a toddler.
Tom spent his early life in the Milwaukee area, growing up in West Allis and New Berlin.
He attended Marquette University and ultimately received his bachelor’s degree from the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. As a young man he was smitten by wanderlust and
subsequently moved to the Boulder area of Colorado, where he lived for most of his adult
life. Tom was energized by working and meeting people. He particularly enjoyed his work
at Coors Field in Denver where he served for almost 25 years. He loved to travel
throughout the West and relished showing family members the sites when they visited.
Tom was an avid sports fan who always cheered for the Rockies, Broncos and Buffaloes,
but never gave up his loyalty to the Brewers, Packers, Golden Eagles, and Badgers. Tom
was a devout Catholic Christian, a kind and thoughtful soul. He cherished the many
friends he made along the way.
“Now he walks in quiet solitude the forests and the streams seeking grace”
Tom is survived by two sisters, Barbara (Larry) Gabrysiak, and Kathleen Jensen; nieces,
Beth (Travis) Wolter, Sally Jensen, and Kate (Joe) Cognac; nephews, Andy and Nick
Gabrysiak; grandnieces, Evellyn Wolter and Clara Cognac; other relatives and many
friends. He will be truly missed.
Preceded in death by his parents, Rudolph F. and Gladys A. (nee. Pelnar) Kertz.
Private services and inurnment will take place at a later date. In lieu of floral expressions
of sympathy the family suggests memorials to St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church or the
charity of your choice in memory of Tom.

Mealy Funeral Home
225 W. Main St.

Waterford, WI
(262)534-2233
www.mealyfuneralhome.com

Comments

“

Tom and I became friends while we were attending Pius XI High School. A kind and
caring guy who always had time for you. I helped him with his campaign for senior
class president (unfortunately, he lost), and after we graduated, we were tennis
partners for three or four summers. The last time I saw him was November of ‘76,
after playing tennis. I had always held out hope that someday I would run into him
again. Maybe we’ll meet again in the next life. RIP, Tom, and condolences to the
family.

Bob Skrobis - September 16, 2020 at 01:48 PM

“

Thank you, Bob, for sharing these sentiments and memories. I remember them, too.
including your name. Appreciate your comments very much
Barbara Gabrysiak - September 18, 2020 at 12:19 PM

“

Barbara, I’m just curious. Is there a marker at Tom’s grave? Rick Dehring and I talked about
going to visit the gravesite, but might be difficult if there’s no marker yet.
Bob Skrobis - September 23, 2020 at 01:32 PM

“

Yes , Bob, there is a raised Metal marker, clearly marked. Also we have put a floral cross
there as well. He is in Rochester Cemetery , the northwest most corner at the edge of the
woods on the west border, new part. What a wonderful gesture! Thank you.
Barbara Gabrysiak - September 27, 2020 at 04:12 PM

“

“

Thank you for the info.
bob skrobis - September 30, 2020 at 08:29 PM

I’m so sorry for your loss. Tom was the usher of my section at rockies games for
almost 15 years. I enjoyed talking with him about all of the ups and downs of the
Rockies. Always had a big smile for me. I will miss him.

Myra Garcia - September 09, 2020 at 11:03 PM

“

Thank you for sharing your memories of Tom. Everyone in that section and at Coors Field
meant so much to him.
Kathy Jensen - September 10, 2020 at 08:42 PM

“

Those of us who knew Tom, realized he was as fine as he was kind, loving as he was
caring, and thoughtful as he was understanding. He has always been in my mind and
heart from high school days to 'listening' parties at the UW and of course, the travels
we spent together in Europe in 1974 starting as boys, hitching rides throughout 19
countries,
and coming back after 3 months as men. The last time I saw and spoke to Tom was
in 1977 in Boulder, CO. the place that he called home. And now he answers the call
to another home. May his life there be as wonderful as I recall his life to be here.
Rick D.

Rick Dehring - September 02, 2020 at 06:14 PM

“

Thank you Rick for your beautiful thoughts and for sharing your memories of past
adventures. It means a great deal to us and I recall your name too.
Barbara Gabrysiak - September 05, 2020 at 12:10 PM

“

Met Tom at Pius High School in 1967 and always considered him one of my best
friends throughout Pius and Marquette University . Lost touch after he moved to
Boulder but still remember two of the great days in my life -- 1994 at the Greater
Milwaukee Open golf tournament when Tom was working the parking lot and guided
me to my spot . The golf tournament didn't matter anymore as we caught up with
each other for hours and spent the next day together at the tournament . He was as
smart , funny and heart full of gold as he was in 1967 . So so sad to hear the news
about his passing because great people like Tom are hard to find these days . He will
be missed by everyone who knew him but he will never be forgotten .

Gary Lindauer - September 02, 2020 at 03:36 PM

“

Thank you for sharing these memories and sentiments. It means a great deal to us and I do
remember your name too.
Barbara Gabrysiak - September 05, 2020 at 12:05 PM

“

St. Thomas Funeral Mass

Mealy Funeral Home - September 01, 2020 at 04:27 PM

“

A beautiful, pithy tribute to Tom's life and legacy. Well spoken words that we should all
remember. Those who have been fortunate to know him will always remember him with the
fondest of memories.
Carol Lynn Kertz - September 16, 2020 at 06:47 PM

“

“

Thank you so much, Carol.
Kathy Jensen - October 03, 2020 at 09:07 PM

My sister and I were saddened to see Tom's obituary in the Denver Post. We want to
tell you how our paths crossed with Tom's over the last 15 years. Around 2007, our
niece worked for a short period of time as a linesman/referee for the CU Women's
Volleyball games. It was during that time that Tom was also working in the same job.
His signature mustache set him apart from the other officials on the court. After that
we began to notice him working as an usher at the CU Women's Basketball games.
(We are season ticket holders.) A few years back, there was a change in the
management company who staffed the ushers for the games. I'm not sure what
happened, but we never saw him in the job again. Even to this day, I still look down
to my left expecting to see him stationed on the corner isle monitoring who came on
or off the court. Apart from seeing him at the Coors Events Center, I would with some
regularity see him early in the morning as I was walking up the path towards the
Dining Hall at Chautauqua Park. I was headed up there to meet my sister for our
morning walks. Even at that early hour he was always well groomed and looked as
though he was heading off to start his day. We would exchanged a few pleasantries
about the weather etc. We often wondered about his story and what his life was like
apart from seeing him on campus or in the park. You can imagine how much we
appreciate the obituary you wrote, which filled in some of those gaps about his life. It
sounds like he was a well loved member of your family. We are so sorry for your loss.
He will not be forgotten.

NANCY BARTLETT - August 31, 2020 at 02:50 PM

“

Thank you for sharing, Nancy. We love Chautauqua Park. Whenever we’d visit him, we’d
have to get going early in the morning otherwise he’d say that we’re “wasting daylight.”
Beth Wolter - September 01, 2020 at 10:08 AM

“

Dear Barb, Kathy, Andy, Nick and Beth, I'm so sorry for your loss, and I wish I could
be there with you today.
Cathy

Cathy Herdeman - August 29, 2020 at 11:21 AM

“

Dear Barb, Kathy, Andy, Nick and Beth, I'm so sorry for your loss, and I wish I could
be there with you today.
Cathy

Cathy Herdeman - August 29, 2020 at 10:23 AM

“

My sympathy and condolences. I worked with Tom at CU for a couple of years, Then
whenever I went to a Rockies game I would be sure to stop by section 119 to say Hi.
He was a good guy and will be missed
Dave

DAVE KLOOSTERMAN - August 28, 2020 at 10:53 AM

“

Tom was our usher for our section at Coors for more years than I can remember.
Always smiling and taking an effort to get to know "the regulars". It was treat to see
his smile every time I went to a game. It's hard to imagine going to a game and not
seeing him there. He was always friendly and smiling, which can't be easy in a job
where you have to enforce rules. For his family, I wanted you to know that he had a
far greater impact than you might have expected. I'll miss him. A lot.

David - August 24, 2020 at 12:50 PM

“

I ran into Tom frequently at Rockies games and CU volleyball and basketball games
for many years. We worked together for a time at CU. He was always a kindly,
knowledgeable and likable gentleman. I am certain he will be greatly missed by
many. It was an honor to be friends with him for an extended time.

Peter Sheum - August 24, 2020 at 01:36 AM

“

I worked with Tom at Coors field. He was such a kind man who never passed by
without a humorous quip and a smile. He will be missed by many at the ballpark.

Sharon - August 23, 2020 at 10:46 AM

“
“

Sharon, thank you for your kind words. He loved working there.
Kathy Jensen - August 23, 2020 at 12:48 PM

I worked with Tom for many years at different venues, but mostly at Coors Field. Tom
always took time to talk to his co-workers and guests at the ballpark. He especially took the
time to chat with my family as they walked by his section. Tom will be missed by so many.
My prayers are with the family and all who had the joy of meeting and working with him.
Sandy Seta
Sandy - August 23, 2020 at 07:49 PM

“

Tom was my neighbor and my brothers age and friend but I would come over to his
house, ring the door bell and ask if Tom could come out and play. And he would. I
was about 8 and he was about 14/15. As I look back I am astonished that he took the
time to play catch with me. That was so nice of him. And, he gave me a blue, plastic
piggy bank which I cherished. Also, our lives crossed paths twice at times that you
could not comprehend such probabilities. Once , when I was crossing the library mall
as a freshman at uw-madison on an early Sunday evening, 1977/78, I look over and
immediately spot Tom walking in my direction. We were both floored that we bumped
into each other there at that time and moment. He was heading to Colorado in a full
mustache and beard, and we brought each other up to date. Then about 20 years
later we were crossing the street by Bucca's restaurant downtown Milwaukee and we
spot in other in the middle of the road. He had a pair of ice skates wrapped over his
shoulder, having been at the rink over by Marcus Center, and he was heading back
to his friends house on the east side. Again, we were shocked that we crossed paths
again, and laughed and spoke briefly. I think that these moments qualify Tom as one
of my touchstones, especially the sharing of his time and being so kind to me when I
was young. He will not be forgotten. Don Fischer

Don Fischer - August 22, 2020 at 02:22 PM

“
“

Don, thanks for sharing these heartwarming memories.
Kathy Jensen - August 23, 2020 at 12:44 PM

Thanks to the family for posting the obituary in the Denver Post or I we have never known
of Tom's passing I am so very sorry, he was our usher in section 119 at Coors field for
many years,we moved our seats to a different section but I would always pass by to see
Tom in section 119 anytime we went to the Coors for a game. He will be missed by the
fans.
Kurt Cummings - August 23, 2020 at 08:42 PM

“

Tom and I worked together for many years when we both were employed by Ambassadors.
I would also occasionally see him working at the CU Women's basketball games. We
always enjoyed talking about national and international events, topics he was always very
knowledgeable about. He was always very private about his personal and family life, so it
was wonderful to find out from his obituary that he had so many relatives who cared about
him. I'm just sorry that I could not stay in touch with him after our time at Ambassadors
because it was a friendship I would have valued continuing.
Gabe Serenyi
Gabriel Serenyi - August 24, 2020 at 12:58 PM

“

Thank you all for your kind messages. It is a comfort to hear from people in Tommy's
Colorado life. Thank you for sharing.
Sally - August 24, 2020 at 08:32 PM

“

I wish you and the entire Kertz family, friends and other relatives of Tom.
I remember him as a kind, thoughtful person with a great sense of humor.
Many memories are from when we all were younger. We'd have holiday gatherings at our
homes. Or have fun get togethes during the summer with many relatives and friends there.

We'd have plenty of time to catch up on all of others activities and shared many happy
times.
I'll always tresure those times.
All that knew Tom are fortunate. He touched many lives. His memory will live on with those
who had the pleasure of knowing him.
Best wishes with his entire family in his sad passing. But we all know he now lives in
another place filled with grace and looking down upon on our lives now. May God bless
you.
With love and fond memories,
Carol Lynn Kertz
Carol Lynn Kertz - September 08, 2020 at 05:17 PM

“

Thank you so much Carol for your loving tribute. Our childhood get-togethers are some of
my fondest memories. Tommy had a good life.
Kathy Jensen - September 13, 2020 at 01:31 PM

