Wilbur (Bill) A Davison
December 31, 1927 - December 22, 2016

Davison, Wilbur (Bill) Anthony, age 88, passed away on December 22, 2016 with his
loving children by his side at Prairie Maison Nursing Home in Prairie du Chien, WI. Bill
was born to Wilbur and Mary (nee. Heinz) Davison on December 31, 1927 in Sun Prairie,
WI. After graduating high school he served his country in the Navy in both WWII and
Korea. Bill married the love of his life, Patricia K. Nolan on September 12, 1953 in Prairie
du Chien. He went on to college at the University of Wisconsin Madison, earning a
Bachelor’s Degree in music and later a Master’s Degree in guidance counseling. Bill was
the band director at Waterford Union High School for 20 years, then a guidance counselor
for 10 years. He played the trombone with the Riverboat Ramblers, a Dixieland jazz band,
for over 40 years. He also played taps at the Waterford 4th of July Parade for more than
50 years. Bill was a lifelong member of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church and
American Legion Post 20 in Waterford.
Bill is survived by four children: Steve (Kate) Davison, Tom Davison, Lori Berryman, Rick
(Neelam) Davison; nine grandchildren: Liz Robinson, Becki O’Brien, Rynn Jacobson,
Emily Stagg, Tommy Davison, Marie Davison, Annie Berryman, Leena KrishnaneyDavison, Rajeev Krishnaney-Davison; five great-grandchildren: Nate Robinson, Lana
Robinson, Rosemary O’Brien, Oliver O’Brien, Henry O’Brien, and other nieces, nephews,
relatives and friends.
He is preceded in death by his parents, his loving wife Patricia, one brother: Malcolm
(Clara) Davison; one sister: Helen (Lester) Sydow.
Visitation will be held on Friday January 6, 2017 from 4:00 PM-6:45 PM at Mealy Funeral
Home, 225 W Main St., Waterford, with Mass of Christian Burial to be held on Saturday
January 7, 2017 at 11:00 AM at St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, 305 S First St.
Waterford, WI 53185. Burial to follow at St Thomas Cemetery with full Military Honors. In
lieu of floral expressions of sympathy, Bill’s family would appreciate memorials to the
Davison family to be distributed as per Bill’s wishes.
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Comments

“

Steve, Tom, Lori and Rick (fellow founding member of CDAA - Clever Drummers
Association of America); My deepest condolences to you all on the loss of your Dad.
Having both Wilbur and Ken Krzyzaniak undoubtedly made band the best class I
ever took at WHS. They taught us what we needed to know but they made it fun at
the same time. I can only imagine the reunion they had on December 22nd and the
awesome tunes they're now playing for everyone in Heaven. Other than the sadness
that I'm sure you're all currently feeling, I hope everything else is going well for all of
you. Long time - no see :-(

Paul "Paulie" Warick - January 06, 2017 at 08:26 PM

“

During my years at Waterford High School, I was privileged to work with a number of
terrific people. Bill was one of them. The thing I remember most about Bill is that he
was a person who cared. He cared about music, and he cared about people.
When I encountered students who had problems, I knew that a referral to Bill would
lead to positive results.
Margaret and I have fond memories of listening to and dancing to music played by
Bill, Ken Krzyzaniak, and others at the Sterlingworth in Elkhorn.
When smoking was no longer permitted at the school, Bill would invite me to his
house at lunchtime for a smoke and conversation.
He will be missed.

Ralph Eckhardt - January 05, 2017 at 02:56 PM

“

I worked with Bill from when I started at Waterford H.S. until he retired. I could tell
right away that he loved music and put a lot of passion into the music program at
Waterford H.S. I did not get to know his family too much but what he did mention
were all positive and loving thoughts. He was a kind man and loved teaching. He was
a natural guidance counselor and helped many young lives. I will miss him. Another
one of the "good ones" gone. My prayers go out to his family.

Alan Musilek - January 01, 2017 at 03:43 PM

“

I enjoyed Bill very much. I used to go to his house and just visit with he and Pat and
talk music. I played taps with Bill for almost 15 years. I enjoyed playing with him very
much. He and Pat both will be sadly missed. R.I.P. Wild Bill!! Rick Bero

Rick Bero - December 29, 2016 at 09:20 PM

“

sorry for your loss. thoughts and prayers for the family.
Cindy Drallmeier

Cindy Drallmeier - December 29, 2016 at 09:52 AM

“

Bill was a joy to work with. He had a great sense of humor and cared a great deal
about the students. He loved his wife, Pat, so deeply. He spoke of her often. His
children were his pride and joy. May he rest in peace and may you, his family, find
peace knowing he and Pat are together again. ..........Barb Finney

Barb Finney - December 28, 2016 at 08:04 PM

“

He was music teacher and band director to my family. I even painted a picture of a
French horn in his honor. He was Daddy D to us all. He was an honest, kind man and
in high school we all thought he was so cute. May he be now reunited with his
wonderful wife. He will live in the hearts of the many he met on his life journey. Elaine
Butler

elaine Butler - December 24, 2016 at 02:23 PM

“

Hey Kids, I could write a book about how great your parents were, our first friends in
Waterford. They were both 2 very special people to both of us and the girls. How
wonderful that he is with Pat again. I pray for all of you. Carol Krzyzaniak Stark.

Carol Krzyzaniak Stark - December 23, 2016 at 05:16 PM

“

Carol Krzyzaniak Stark lit a candle in memory of Wilbur (Bill) A Davison

Carol Krzyzaniak Stark - December 23, 2016 at 05:11 PM

“

I was in band the first year that Mr. Davison taught at WHS. He was such a gentleman and
was respected by the band students not only for his high standards but for his talent. It was
always fun to hear him play the trumpet. I remember being asked to baby sit for his two
oldest children and feeling so honored that our band teacher and his wife asked me. Thank
you for coming to Waterford, Mr. Davison. Thank you for being part of my high school
memories. My sincere condolences to your children.
Joyce Sheard Backus
Joyce Sheard Backus - January 06, 2017 at 12:59 AM

